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MORNING PRAYER 1  

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 

Opening Hymn: CH624 “Speak, Lord, in the stillness” 

Speak, Lord, in the stillness 

speak your word to me; 

help me now to listen 

in expectancy. 

 

Speak, O gracious Master, 

in this quiet hour; 

let me see your face, Lord, 

feel your touch of power. 

 

For the words you give me, 

they are life indeed; 

living bread from heaven, 

now on my spirit feed. 

 

Speak, your servant listens – 

I await your word; 

let me know your presence, 

let your voice be heard! 

 

Fill me with the knowledge 

of your glorious will; 

all your own good pleasure 

in my life fulfil. 

 

EM (Grimes) Crawford (1868-1927) 

based on 1 Samuel 3: 9 

SENTENCE OF SCRIPTURE 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us; but if we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                 

                    1 John 1: 8, 9  

 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto almighty God. 



A GENERAL CONFESSION 

Almighty and most merciful Father; We have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. We have 

followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. We have 

left undone those things which we ought to have done; And we have done those things which we ought not to 

have done; And there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare 

thou them, O God, which confess their faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; According to thy promises 

declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; That we 

may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, And 

the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

O Lord, open thou our lips 

and our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord's name be praised. 

A LESSON 

from the Old Testament  

1 Samuel 3: 1-10, 19 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were 

not widespread. 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the 

lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 

Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’* and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called 

me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel 

got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ 

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called 

Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli 

perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall 

say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant 

is listening.’ 

As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 

After the reading silence may be kept. 

THE PSALM 

Thanks & Praise 110: “O God, you search me and you know me” (Psalm 138) 

O God, you search me and you know me. 

All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 

When I walk or lie down, you are before me; 

ever the maker and keeper of my days. 

 

You know my resting and my rising. 

You discern my purpose from afar, 

and with love everlasting you besiege me: 

in every moment of life or death, you are. 

 



Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 

you have known its meaning through and through. 

You are with me beyond my understanding: 

God of my present, my past and future too. 

 

Although your Spirit is upon me, 

still I search for shelter from your light. 

There is nowhere on earth I can escape you: 

Even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 

 

For you created me and shaped me, 

gave me life within my mother's womb. 

For the wonder of who I am, I praise you: 

Safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 

 

Bernadette Farrell (b. 1957) 

based on Psalm 139 

A LESSON 

from the New Testament 

1 Corinthians 6: 12-20 

‘All things are lawful for me’, but not all things are beneficial. ‘All things are lawful for me’, but I will not be 

dominated by anything. ‘Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food’, and God will destroy both one and 

the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord 

and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take 

the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a 

prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, ‘The two shall be one flesh.’ But anyone united to the Lord 

becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator 

sins against the body itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you 

have from God, and that you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 

 

Hymn before the Gospel: CH581 “I, the Lord of sea and sky”  

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard My people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

my hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I Am Lord,  

Is It I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, 

if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have born my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them.  

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

 

 



 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them, 

my hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide, 

till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give My life to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

Daniel Schutte (b. 1974) 

based on Isaiah 6: 8 and 1 Samuel 3 

 

A LESSON 

from the Gospels  

John 1: 43-51 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was from 

Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom 

Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can 

anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards 

him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come 

to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you 

are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you 

under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see 

heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 

After the reading silence may be kept. 

 

JUBILATE Psalm 100 

1 O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; 

serve the Lord with gladness 

and come before his presence with a song. 

2 Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; 

it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves 

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

3 O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving 

and into his courts with praise:; 

be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name. 

4 For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting, 

and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 

 Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son,: and to the Holy Spirit; 

 As it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

  

THE APOSTLES' CREED 

is said  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 



He ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us 

and grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, guide and defend our rulers 

and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness 

and make thy chosen people joyful. 

O Lord, save thy people 

and bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord, 

because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us 

and take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

THE COLLECTS 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, 

in Christ you make all things new: 

Transform the poverty of our nature 

by the riches of your grace, 

and in the renewal of our lives 

make known your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE SECOND COLLECT For Peace 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose 

service is perfect freedom; Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy 

defence, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE THIRD COLLECT For Grace 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day: 

Defend us in the same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of 

danger; but that all our doings may be ordered by thy governance, to do always that is righteous in thy sight; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE SERMON 

 



INTERCESSIONS 

 

In faith let us pray to God our Father, 

his Son Jesus Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit. 

 

For the Church of God throughout the world, 

let us invoke the Spirit. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

For the leaders of the nations, 

that they may establish and defend justice and peace, 

let us pray for the wisdom of God. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

For those who suffer oppression or violence, 

let us invoke the power of the Deliverer. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

That the churches may discover again their visible unity 

in the one baptism which incorporates them in Christ, 

let us pray for the love of Christ. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

That the churches may attain communion 

in the Eucharist around one table, 

let us pray for the strength of Christ. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

That the churches may recognize each other’s ministries 

in the service of their one Lord, 

let us pray for the peace of Christ. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, 

we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS 

A Prayer for the President and all in authority 

Almighty God, who rulest over the kingdoms of the world; We commend to thy merciful care the people of this land, 

that being guarded by thy providence, they may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant to the President of this State and to 

all in authority, wisdom and strength to know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness, 

that they may serve thy people faithfully to thy honour and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 



A Prayer for the Houses of the Oireachtas 

Almighty God, source of all authority and wisdom: guide by your Spirit those who represent us in Dáil and Seanad. 

As representatives of the people keep them humble, as legislators make them compassionate, and as politicians defend 

their integrity. So may the proceedings of the Oireachtas serve the truth and promote the common good. We pray in 

the name of Jesus Christ, the servant Lord. Amen. 

 

A Prayer for the Clergy and People 

Almighty and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels: Send down upon our Bishops and Clergy, and all 

People committed to their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and that they may truly please thee, pour upon 

them the continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

O God, the Creator and Preserver of all mankind, we humbly beseech thee for all sorts and conditions of men; that 

thou wouldest be pleased to make thy ways known unto them, thy saving health unto all nations. More especially, we 

pray for the good estate of the Catholic Church; that it may be so guided and governed by thy good Spirit, that all who 

profess and call themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond 

of peace, and in righteousness of life. Finally, we commend to thy fatherly goodness all those who are any ways 

afflicted or distressed, in mind, body, or estate; [* especially those for whom our prayers are desired]; that it may 

please thee to comfort and relieve them according to their several necessities, giving them patience under their 

sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ his sake. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: CH584 “Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult” 

Jesus calls us! O'er the tumult 

of our life's wild, restless sea 

day by day his voice is sounding, 

saying "Christian, follow me": 

 

as of old, apostles heard it 

by the Galilean lake, 

turned from home and toil and kindred, 

leaving all for his dear sake. 

 

Jesus calls us from the worship 

of the vain world's golden store, 

from each idol that would keep us, 

saying "Christian, love me more!" 

 

In our joys and in our sorrows, 

days of toil and hours of ease, 

still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 

"Christian, love me more than these!" 

 

Jesus calls us! By your mercies, 

Saviour, may we hear your call, 

give to you our hearts’ obedience, 

serve and love you best of all.  

Cecil Frances (Fanny) Alexander (1818-1895) 

based on Matthew 4: 18-22; 

Mark 1: 16-20; John 21: 15 

 

 

 

 

 



A General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, We thine unworthy servants Do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 

For all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us, and to all men. We bless thee for our creation, preservation and 

all the blessings of this life: But above all, for thine inestimable love In the redemption of the world by our Lord 

Jesus Christ; For the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, That our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, 

And that we show forth thy praise, Not only with our lips but in our lives; By giving up ourselves to thy service, 

And by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; Through Jesus Christ our Lord, To 

whom with thee and the Holy Spirit Be all honour and glory, World without end. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplications unto thee; and 

dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil now, O 

Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge 

of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 

evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13: 13 

 

 


