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SERVICE OF MORNING PRAYER 

The Gathering of God's People 
 

GREETING 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 

Opening Hymn: CH336 “Jesus, where'er thy people meet”   

Jesus, where’er thy people meet, 

there they behold thy mercy-seat; 

where’er they seek thee, thou art found, 

and every place is hallowed ground. 

 

For thou, within no walls confined, 

inhabitest the humble mind; 

such ever bring thee where they come, 

and going, take thee to their home. 

 

Dear Shepherd of thy chosen few, 

thy former mercies here renew; 

here to our waiting hearts proclaim 

the sweetness of thy saving name. 

 

Here may we prove the power of prayer 

to strengthen faith and sweeten care, 

to teach our faint desires to rise, 

and bring all heaven before our eyes. 

 

Lord, we are few, but thou art near; 

nor short thine arm, nor deaf thine ear; 

O rend the heavens, come quickly down, 

and make a thousand hearts thine own! 

 

William Cowper (1731-1800) 



INTRODUCTION 

Beloved in Christ, 

we come together to offer to Almighty God 

our worship and praise and thanksgiving, 

to confess our sins and to receive God's forgiveness, 

to hear his holy word proclaimed, 

to bring before him our needs and the needs of the world, 

and to pray that in the power of his Spirit 

we may serve him and know the greatness of his love. 

 

The First Reading: Exodus 20: 1-17 

Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall 

have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 

on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship 

them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the 

third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 

generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone 

who misuses his name. 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work. But the 

seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 

daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days 

the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the 

Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is 

giving you. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 

You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or female 

slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour. 

 

After the reading silence may be kept. 

 

First Canticle: CH698 “Jesus, Saviour of the world” 

Jesus, Saviour of the world, 

Come to us in mercy. 

 

Hear us as we pray to you, 

Help and heal us, Jesus. 

 

By your cross and life laid down 

you have freed your people. 



In the greatness of your love 

heal us in our weakness. 

 

Saviour and Deliverer, 

help us all to praise you. 

 

Jesus, come and dwell with us; 

hear us now and always; 

 

and when you in glory come, 

may we share your kingdom. 

 

Edward F Darling (b. 1933) 

based on the Canticle ‘Jesus, Saviour of the World’ 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault; 

by what we have done 

and by what we have failed to do. 

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past; 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy on you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word 
 

O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth will proclaim your praise. 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Praise the Lord. 

The Lord’s name be praised. 



Hymn of Praise: Thanks & Praise 5 “All heaven declares” 

All heaven declares the glory of the risen Lord. 

Who can compare with the beauty of the Lord? 

Forever he will be the Lamb upon the throne. 

I gladly bow the knee and worship him alone. 

 

I will proclaim the glory of the risen Lord, 

who once was slain to reconcile man to God. 

Forever you will be the Lamb upon the throne. 

I gladly bow the knee and worship You alone. 

Noel Richards (b. 1955)  

 and Tricia Richards (b. 1960) 

 

The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 

is the power of God. For it is written, 

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 

wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews 

demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 

stronger than human strength. 

 

After the reading silence may be kept. 

 

Second Canticle: BENEDICTUS The Song of Zechariah  Luke 1: 68-79 

1 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

for he hath visited and redeemed his people, 

2 And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us 

in the house of his servant David; 

3 As he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets 

which have been since the world began; 

4 That we should be saved from our enemies, 

and from the hands of all that hate us, 

5 To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, 

and to remember his holy covenant; 

6 To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham: 

that he would give us, 

7 That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies 

might serve him without fear, 

8 In holiness and righteousness before him 

all the days of our life. 

9 And thou, child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest,: 

for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 

10 To give knowledge of salvation unto his people, 

for the remission of their sins, 

11 Through the tender mercy of our God 

whereby the day-spring from on high hath visited us, 



12 To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

 As it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

The Gospel: John 2: 13-22 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling 

cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove 

all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-

changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of 

here! Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal 

for your house will consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ 

Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This 

temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he was 

speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 

had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

After the reading silence may be kept. 

THE SERMON 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Let us pray. 



Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

On earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Show us your mercy, O Lord, 

and grant us your salvation. 

O Lord, guide and defend our rulers 

and grant our government wisdom. 

Let your ministers be clothed with righteousness 

and let your servants shout for joy. 

O Lord, save your people 

and bless those whom you have chosen. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord, 

and let your glory be over all the earth. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us 

and renew us by your Holy Spirit. 

THE COLLECTS 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Merciful Lord, 

Grant your people grace to withstand the temptations 

of the world, the flesh and the devil 

and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE SEASON 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

you hate nothing that you have made 

and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: 

Create and make in us new and contrite hearts 

that we, worthily lamenting our sins 

and acknowledging our wretchedness, 

may receive from you, the God of all mercy, 

perfect remission and forgiveness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



COLLECTS AT MORNING PRAYER 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, 

to know you is eternal life, and to serve you is perfect freedom: 

Defend us in all assaults of our enemies, 

that we, surely trusting in your protection, 

may not fear the power of any adversaries; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everliving God, 

we give you thanks for bringing us safely to this day: 

Keep us from falling into sin or running into danger, 

and in all things guide us to know and do your will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

EXAMINING OURSELVES 

Almighty and all-seeing God, 

We thank you for this season of Lent – 

a time to reflect upon our discipleship 

to consider our calling, 

to test ourselves and see whether we are in the faith. 

 

Almighty God, 

help us to face all those things 

which we usually prefer to push aside – 

the unpleasant truths we sweep under the carpet, 

pretending they are not there. 

 

All-seeing God, 

we can fool ourselves 

but we cannot fool you. 

We can pretend all is well 

but cannot conceal our inner pain. 

We can deny our need of you 

but cannot disguise our emptiness without you. 

We can seek fulfilment in this world 

but will never find real peace outside your love. 

 

Almighty and all-seeing God, 

we claim to be in the faith 

but sometimes that faith is skin-deep. 

We claim to love you 

but often that love is flawed. 

We claim to serve you  

but all too frequently we serve self first. 

Search us and help us to search ourselves, 

control us, and help us to control ourselves, 

and give us grace to grow strong in faith 

and whole in Christ, 

for in his name we ask it, 

Amen. 

 



Closing Hymn: CH487 “Soldiers of Christ, arise”  

Soldiers of Christ, arise, 

and put your armour on, 

strong in the strength which God supplies 

through His eternal Son. 

strong in the Lord of hosts, 

and in his mighty power: 

who in the strength of Jesus trusts 

is more than conqueror. 

 

Stand then in His great might, 

with all His strength endued, 

and take, to arm you for the fight, 

the panoply of God. 

To keep your armour bright, 

attend with constant care, 

still walking in your Captain's sight 

and watching unto prayer. 

 

From strength to strength go on; 

wrestle and fight and pray; 

tread all the powers of darkness down, 

and win the well-fought day; 

that, having all things done, 

and all your conflicts passed, 

ye may o’ercome, through Christ alone, 

and stand complete at last. 

Charles Wesley (1707-88) altd. 

based on Ephesians 6: 10-18 

 

Going Out as God's People 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The God of mercy 

transform you by his grace 

and give you strength to overcome temptation; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you and remain with you always. Amen.      

 

 

 


