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MORNING PRAYER 1  

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

Opening Hymn: CH553 “Jesu, lover of my soul” 

Jesus, lover of my soul, 

let me to Thy bosom fly, 

while the nearer waters roll, 

while the tempest still is high: 

hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 

till the storm of life is past; 

safe into the haven guide; 

O receive my soul at last. 

 

Other refuge have I none, 

hangs my helpless soul on Thee; 

leave, ah leave me not alone, 

still support and comfort me; 

all my trust on Thee is stayed, 

all my help from Thee I bring; 

cover my defenceless head 

with the shadow of Thy wing. 

 

Thou, O Christ, art all I want; 

more than all in Thee I find; 

raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 

heal the sick and lead the blind. 

just and holy is thy name, 

I am all unrighteousness; 

false and full of sin I am, 

thou art full of truth and grace. 

 

Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 

grace to cover all my sin; 

let the healing streams abound; 

make and keep me pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art, 

freely let me take of Thee; 

spring thou up within my heart, 

rise to all eternity. 

 

Charles Wesley (1707-88) 



SENTENCE OF SCRIPTURE 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us; but if we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                 

                    1 John 1: 8, 9  

 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto almighty God. 

A GENERAL CONFESSION 

Almighty and most merciful Father; We have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. We have 

followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. We have 

left undone those things which we ought to have done; And we have done those things which we ought not to 

have done; And there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare 

thou them, O God, which confess their faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; According to thy promises 

declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; That we 

may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, And 

the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

O Lord, open thou our lips 

and our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord's name be praised. 

A LESSON 

from the Old Testament  

Jeremiah 31: 31-34 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 

Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 

of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant 

that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write 

it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say 

to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I 

will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

After the reading silence may be kept. 

THE PSALM 

Psalm 51: 1-12 

1 Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness : according to the multitude of thy mercies do away 

mine offences. 

2 Wash me throughly from my wickedness : and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I acknowledge my faults : and my sin is ever before me. 

4 Against thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight : that thou mightest be justified in thy saying, 

and clear when thou shalt judge. 

5 Behold, I was shapen in wickedness : and in sin hath my mother conceived me. 

6 But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward parts : and shalt make me to understand wisdom secretIy. 

7 Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean : thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

8 Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness : that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 



9 Turn thy face from my sins : and put out all my misdeeds. 

10 Make me a clean heart, O God : and renew a right spirit within me. 

11 Cast me not away from thy presence : and take not thy holy spirit from me. 

12 O give me the comfort of thy help again : and stablish me with thy free spirit. 

A LESSON 

from the New Testament 

Hebrews 5: 5-10 

So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, 

‘You are my Son, 

   today I have begotten you’; 

as he says also in another place, 

‘You are a priest for ever, 

   according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 

 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able 

to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned 

obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all 

who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

 

Hymn before the Gospel: CH237 “O my Saviour, lifted” (vs 1, 3-6) 

O my Saviour, lifted 

from the earth for me, 

draw me, in thy mercy, 

nearer unto thee. 

 

Lift my earth-bound longings, 

fix them, Lord, above; 

draw me with the magnet 

of thy mighty love. 

 

Lord, thine arms are stretching 

ever far and wide, 

to enfold thy children 

to thy loving side. 

 

And I come, O Jesus: 

dare I turn away? 

No, thy love hath conquered, 

and I come today. 

 

Bringing all my burdens, 

sorrow, sin and care; 

at thy feet I lay them, 

and I leave them there. 

W Walsham How (1823-97) 

 

A LESSON 

from the Gospels  

John 12: 20-33 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from 

Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and 

Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I 

tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 

fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever 

serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 

‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is for this reason that I 

have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will 



glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to 

him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now the 

ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He 

said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

After the reading silence may be kept. 

 

JUBILATE Psalm 100 

1 O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; 

serve the Lord with gladness 

and come before his presence with a song. 

2 Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; 

it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves 

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

3 O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving 

and into his courts with praise; 

be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name. 

4 For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting, 

and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 

 Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son,: and to the Holy Ghost; 

 As it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

  

THE APOSTLES' CREED 

is said  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us 

and grant us thy salvation. 



O Lord, guide and defend our rulers 

and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness 

and make thy chosen people joyful. 

O Lord, save thy people 

and bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord, 

because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us 

and take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

THE COLLECTS 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

We beseech thee, Almighty God, 

look upon the hearty desires of thy humble servants, 

and stretch forth the right hand of thy Majesty, 

to be our defence against all our enemies; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE SEASON 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who hatest nothing that thou hast made, 

and dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent; 

Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, 

that we worthily lamenting our sins, 

and acknowledging our wretchedness, 

may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, 

perfect remission and forgiveness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE SECOND COLLECT For Peace 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose 

service is perfect freedom; Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy 

defence, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE THIRD COLLECT For Grace 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day: 

Defend us in the same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of 

danger; but that all our doings may be ordered by thy governance, to do always that is righteous in thy sight; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE SERMON 

 

Hymn of Faith: CH291 “Where high the heavenly temple stands” 

Where high the heavenly temple stands, 

the house of God not made with hands, 

a great high priest our nature wears, 

Jesus, the Son of God, appears. 

 

He who for us our surety stood, 

and poured on earth his precious blood, 

pursues in heaven his mighty plan, 

eternal God and Son of Man. 

 

 



Though now ascended up on high, 

he sees us with a brother's eye; 

he shared with us the human name 

and knows the frailty of our frame. 

 

In every pang that rends the heart 

the Man of Sorrows had a part, 

he sympathises with our grief, 

and to the sufferer sends relief. 

 

With boldness, therefore, at the throne, 

let us make all our sorrows known, 

and ask the aid of heavenly power 

to help us in the evil hour. 

Michael Bruce (1746-67) altd. 

based on Hebrews 4: 14-16 

 

INTERCESSIONS 

Lord Jesus Christ, you were lifted up on the cross for us and for our salvation; 

help us to triumph over evil and to do good, 

to give ourselves to you as you give yourself to us, 

and to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

Lord of the church, may we bring others to know you. 

Guide and strengthen the mission and outreach of your people. 

We pray for missionary societies and evangelists. 

Lord, as you give yourself for us, 

let us give ourselves to you. 

 

We pray for leaders of nations, for rulers of peoples, 

that they may work with sensitivity and in humility. 

We pray for nations emerging from tyranny, 

for freedom movements and all who work for liberty. 

Lord, as you give yourself for us, 

let us give ourselves to you. 

 

We remember all who have been generous to us, 

all who have shared their resources and their lives. 

We pray for parents who sacrificed for us, 

for their giving of time and of attention. 

We pray for those who have been denied love, 

for all who have been deprived of well-being. 

We remember today children taken into care. 

Lord, as you give yourself for us, 

let us give ourselves to you. 

 

We give thanks for the passion and cross of our Lord, 

for the gift of redemption. 

We pray for all troubled souls, 

those anxious about their health, or their future. 

We remember all who are being persecuted for their beliefs or their principles; 

for all who are suffering at this time, 

especially Christians afflicted for their faith. 

Lord, as you give yourself for us, 

let us give ourselves to you. 

 



Lord, give comfort to the bereaved, 

give courage to the dying. 

We remember loved ones who have entered in faith into eternal life, 

and we join with them to sing your praises. 

Lord, as you give yourself for us, 

let us give ourselves to you. 

 

PRAYERS 

A Prayer for the President and all in authority 

Almighty God, who rulest over the kingdoms of the world; We commend to thy merciful care the people of this land, 

that being guarded by thy providence, they may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant to the President of this State and to 

all in authority, wisdom and strength to know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness, 

that they may serve thy people faithfully to thy honour and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Prayer for the Houses of the Oireachtas 

Almighty God, source of all authority and wisdom: guide by your Spirit those who represent us in Dáil and Seanad. 

As representatives of the people keep them humble, as legislators make them compassionate, and as politicians defend 

their integrity. So may the proceedings of the Oireachtas serve the truth and promote the common good. We pray in 

the name of Jesus Christ, the servant Lord. Amen. 

 

A Prayer for the Clergy and People 

Almighty and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels: Send down upon our Bishops and Clergy, and all 

People committed to their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and that they may truly please thee, pour upon 

them the continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

O God, the Creator and Preserver of all mankind, we humbly beseech thee for all sorts and conditions of men; that 

thou wouldest be pleased to make thy ways known unto them, thy saving health unto all nations. More especially, we 

pray for the good estate of the Catholic Church; that it may be so guided and governed by thy good Spirit, that all who 

profess and call themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond 

of peace, and in righteousness of life. Finally, we commend to thy fatherly goodness all those who are any ways 

afflicted or distressed, in mind, body, or estate; [* especially those for whom our prayers are desired]; that it may 

please thee to comfort and relieve them according to their several necessities, giving them patience under their 

sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ his sake. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: CH105 “O the deep, deep love of Jesus” 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 

vast, unmeasured, boundless, free, 

rolling as a mighty ocean 

in its fullness over me! 

Underneath me, all around me, 

is the current of his love: 

leading onward, leading homeward, 

to that glorious rest above. 

 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus - 

spread his praise from shore to shore! 

Hi who loves us, ever loves us, 

changes never, nevermore; 

he who died to save his loved ones, 

intercedes for them above; 

he who called them his own people 

watches over them in love. 

 

 



O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 

love of every love the best; 

vast the ocean of his blessing, 

sweet the haven sweet of his rest! 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus - 

for my Heaven of heavens is he; 

this my everlasting glory -  

Jesus’ mighty love for me. 

 

Samuel T Francis (1834-1925) altd. 

 

A General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, We thine unworthy servants Do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 

For all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us, and to all men. We bless thee for our creation, preservation and 

all the blessings of this life: But above all, for thine inestimable love In the redemption of the world by our Lord 

Jesus Christ; For the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, That our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, 

And that we show forth thy praise, Not only with our lips but in our lives; By giving up ourselves to thy service, 

And by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; Through Jesus Christ our Lord, To 

whom with thee and the Holy Spirit Be all honour and glory, World without end. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplications unto thee; and 

dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil now, O 

Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge 

of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 

evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13: 13 

 

 


